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Let me disclose right up
front that I’m both a
retired banker and a

tax-paying
citizen, and
for both rea-
sons, I have
real concerns
about this.

Several
years ago,
during the
financial cri-
sis, a number
of banks
found them-
selves in a
cash-short
position. Thus TARP, the
Troubled Asset Relief Pro-
gram, was originated in 2008

to temporarily shore up these
institutions. 

Now cycle forward five
years. 

Of the $245 billion that was
disbursed to banks during the
so-called crisis, almost every
dollar has been repaid — in
fact, all but $350 million. Less
than one percent remains
outstanding. And these funds
were paid back with exces-
sively high interest rates,
rates so high that the U.S.
government reaped huge
profits, taking back in nearly
$30 billion more than it doled
out. But with virtually all the
loans paid off, revenue is no
longer flowing in.

So you would think the

program would basically be
over. You might ask, why
would we still need a fully
staffed TARP Office of In-
spector General which em-
ployees more than 150 people
with offices in five cities? 

Now comes the White
House budget request that
has just been forwarded to
Congress. Incredibly, the
Obama administration is re-
questing $48 million to con-
tinue operating the special
inspector general office of
TARP. Even more outrageous,
the proposed budget incorpo-
rates a $2 million increase
over the current year’s spend-
ing. 

Government officials re-

port that they have shifted
much of their resources away
from audits and into civil and
criminal investigations. 

Christy Romero, who
heads the oversight group,
said in an interview, “It takes
time to find crime.” She com-
mented later that she believes
they’ll need to stick around
until 2023. And this is to see if
they can find anything?

Now that the initial mis-
sion is over, is the special
inspector general program
continuing only to justify the
retention of 150 bureaucrats?
Downsizing just doesn’t seem
to be in our federal govern-
ment’s vocabulary. If the
agency has evidence of crimi-

nal activity, turn it over to the
FBI and be done with it. If
they need a couple of staffers
to monitor the remaining few
holdouts, OK — close the five
nonessential offices around
the country and assign the
oversight mission to the Trea-
sury or Justice. 

Are there dozens more —
no, hundreds more — ex-
amples in Washington just
like this one? Is there any
doubt why our nation’s deficit
continues to soar? 

I say it’s time to fold the
TARP. 

Dave Ramsay was the president and chief
executive of four SunTrust locations in North
Florida.

TARP shows bureaucracy at its worst

David
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Sometimes, the Florida Legislature
gets involved in hot issues — com-
plete with marches to the Old Cap-

itol and impassioned testimony in com-
mittee meetings — about things that, in
the end, don’t really matter very much.

The three topics most likely to spark
diametrically opposite reactions, with
inverse proportion of
their interest and im-
portance, are abortion,
school prayer and gun
control. Chances are,
you know how you feel
about all three and, if
you feel strongly, you
are ready to state your
case stridently and with
a firm conviction that
you’re right and the
other guys are wrong.
In fact, sometimes the
other guys are not just
wrong, they’re evil.

This year, it’s guns on campus.
Take away the anger and emotion,

which is never possible when guns are
(so to speak) on the table, the debate
about concealed weapons on campus is
more about winning your point than
changing, or keeping, the law. Whoever
wins, and right now it looks like the
Second Amendment folks will, not
much is going to change.

The desire to do good is often aspira-
tional, not practical, in the Legislature.
Maybe one more law will curb drunk
driving. If we pass this amendment,
maybe vicious parents will realize
beating a child is not teaching a child.
If we redo the curriculum and testing
requirements once more, maybe teen-
agers won’t drop out of school so much.

You can’t blame people for having
high hopes, especially when they’re
trying to make us smarter and safer,
rather than lobbying for their own
selfish interests.

The pistol-hot issue du jour is embod-
ied in a pair of bills by Sen. Greg Evers,
R-Crestview, and Rep. Greg Steube,
R-Sarasota, that would allow con-
cealed-weapons permit holders to pack
heat on college campuses. Backed by
the influential National Rifle Associa-
tion, Evers and Steube argue that it
makes no sense for a gun to be legal on
one side of Tennessee Street, but not
the other.

It’s a Bill of Rights thing for them,
but they also echo the NRA slogan that
the best way to stop a bad guy with a
gun is to have a good guy with a gun.

They cite the shootings at Strozier
Library last November, when Myron
May wounded two FSU students and
hit a third with a slug that was stopped
by a book in his backpack, before May
was killed by brave campus police. A
concealed-carry permit holder might
have shot May before anyone else was
hurt, if legally carried guns were al-
lowed on campus.

And that’s exactly how it would have
gone down, in the movies.

In real life, it’s more likely that after
the good guy stopped the bad guy,
those FSU cops would have arrived in
the midnight chaos to see two men with
guns — maybe more — so we can only
hope all the officers would instantly
assess the situation correctly and not
just take out everybody with a gun.
That’s also assuming that when police
yelled “drop your gun,” the good guy(s)
would understand and comply immedi-
ately, without a split-second hesitation
that could launch another volley of
gunfire.

So if the Legislature lifts the ban, it
will mean good guys can take their
guns to school. And so will bad guys —
who already are.

The college presidents don’t want
guns on campus because they’ve got
that exemption from the concealed-

weapon law now, and they see no rea-
son to give it up. Their view is fortified
by their familiarity with the superb
judgment and steady maturity that
college men are known for, especially
when beer is involved.

The presidents and campus police
chiefs are not naive men and women,
nor are the faculty union leaders and
student organizations starry-eyed in
their opposition to repealing the ban on
concealed weapons on campus. But
their faith in that ban seems more
hopeful than realistic.

Do you really think there are no
guns at FSU now? They’re just not
there legally. You don’t hear of people
being arrested for carrying them very
often, but that doesn’t mean it never
happens.

Under-age drinking, booze on cam-
pus and unmarried sex are illegal, too.
Having laws has certainly ended all
that among the collegiate crowd.

The lofty aspiration of all gun-con-
trol laws is that criminals are going to
obey them. That doesn’t mean we
should quit trying.

Maybe a firearms accident or drun-
ken shooting has been prevented by the
campus ban, and we just don’t know
because it didn’t happen.

But concealed-weapons permit hold-
ers aren’t getting busted all over col-
lege campuses now. And a shooting
isn’t any less horrendous if it happens
in off-campus housing, a block away.

The odd thing about the heated
guns-on-campus debate, as with so
many emotional issues in the Legisla-
ture, is that each side seems to think
the outcome is really going to change
things.

Columnist Bill Cotterell is a retired Tallahassee Democrat
reporter who writes a twice-weekly column. He can be
contacted at bcotterell@tallahassee.com.
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It should not have taken
measles landing on our
doorstep for the vaccine

discussion to grow so loud,
but now that it has, it’s time
for Floridians and all Amer-
icans to look not just at immu-
nizations in our own commu-
nity, but at the big picture. 

Already 2015 is on pace to
be a record-setting year for
measles in the U.S., with 141
confirmed cases in 17 states
and Washington, D.C. Absent
global action, that number
could grow
with frighten-
ing results.
Measles is
highly conta-
gious, and
while it usu-
ally causes
only a fever
and a rash, it
can also lead
to pneumonia,
brain damage,
deafness and
even death. 

While measles is spreading
here, by and large it is not
originating here. Measles was
largely eliminated in the U.S.
in 2000, but every year a few
cases are imported by over-
seas visitors and unvaccinat-
ed Americans returning from
travel abroad. Measles is one
of the leading causes of death
among young children world-
wide, despite the availability
of a safe and cost-effective
vaccine. 

When vaccines can’t or
don’t reach those who need
them globally, outbreaks can
occur. Parents wanting to
protect their children and
themselves should take a
stand for this global problem.
We can all encourage our
elected officials to keep a
steady drumbeat of support
for global programs that pro-
vide vaccines to children in
developing countries. 

In 1980, measles was one of
the most deadly childhood
diseases in the world, causing
an estimated 2.6 million
deaths each year. Today, with
support from global partners
like the United Nations and its
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), it
is affordable and manageable
to provide vaccinations to
families who want them, cost-
ing less than $1 to vaccinate a
child in a developing country. 

In fact, through the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, the U.S. gov-
ernment is a founding partner
of the Measles and Rubella
Initiative, which has worked
with the U.N. and others to
meet a goal of reducing mea-
sles deaths by 95 percent by
this year. 

It’s critical that the U.S.
maintains a leadership role in
the fight. When we look at the
federal budget, our measles
contribution represents bare-
ly a fraction of U.S. spending,
but it has enormous impact.
Immunization against vac-
cine-preventable diseases is
one of the most cost-effective
ways to stop the global spread
of disease outbreaks — in-
cluding on our shores. 

There’s no single solution
to the current measles out-
break in the U.S., but clear
solutions do exist to protect
our families in Tallahassee
and beyond. One of them
must be ensuring children in
developing countries have
access to the vaccines they
need through sustained global
health funding. 

Paula Kiger is a "wife of one, mom of two,
and friend of many." She works for Weaving
Influence and is a Shot at Life Champion
Leader.
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